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national freedom to the interests of material order, and who
shut their eyes to the boundaries of nationality, in their
passion to stamp a particular character on unwilling peoples.
Their language in one century was the language of a mystic
crusade, bringing the wrath of Heaven upon a rebellious
nation; in another the less glittering tones of pseudo-scientific
prose, the arguments of men to whom all government is a
function of police, and the life of a nation a mere symmetry
of administrative excellence and precision. A hundred
years after Burke, there have been men who thought they
had found a lye to wash out all the hues and colours that
distinguish nations. To such natures the only test is the
mechanical, and judged superficially by that test many
a nationalist movement is disappointing enough. It is to
the credit of the Liberals of 1848 that they answered such
arguments boldly with the belief that self-government is
better than good government. It is the essence of the
Liberal temperament that it believes a freedom which goes
in rags to be preferable to all the gracious luxuries of slavery;
and that it holds the varieties and discrepancies of civilisation
to be better for mankind than a prim monotony of drilled
perfection. It would be wrong to underrate the obstacles
of prejudice and fear, the memories of the Revolutionary
wars which the Liberals of the nineteenth century had to
overcome, when they maintained that the Niagara of national
sentiment should be used to drive the wheels and engines of
civilisation, against the argument that those engines were
designed for no other purpose than to keep that sentiment
under. But what were their difficulties compared with those
Fox faced in 1792? His generation knew nothing of the
moral forces of this new element in politics. The Liberals
of 1848 had behind them a tradition of popular reform, and
the spectre of democracy had lost half its terrors. The
Whigs of 1792 were not even agreed that any measure of
Parliamentary reform was desirable. The Liberals of 1848
had seen one great act of national emancipation carried out
by the joint efforts of three European Powers In a distant